The T cell receptor in autoimmune diseases.
Autoimmunity is likely the cause of a variety of diseases including systemic lupus erythematosus, rheumatoid arthritis and diabetes. Normally, the body's immune system serves as a defense against a variety of conditions, including, injury, infection and neoplasm. However, for reasons that are currently unclear, the normal regulation of the immune system can breakdown resulting in autoaggressive responses. T cells, especially CD4+ cells, appear to play a predominant role in most autoimmune diseases. We summarize our workshop which focussed on the role of the T cells in autoimmune diseases. We summarize our workshop which focussed on the role of the T cells in autoimmune diseases; the T cell receptor in autoantigen recognition (emphasizing the role of selective T cell receptor V regions in the autoimmune response); and a discussion of possible therapeutic interventions.